A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
WELCOME BACK EVERYONE!

Welcome back to term 3. | hope everyone had a chance

to catch up with family and friends. We have a very busy

term ahead of us with lots of activities and adventures. As

usual our focus remains on Reading, Writing and

Numeracy and improving our student outcomes. One of

the biggest factors influencing student results is student attendance Rainy days,
birthdays and feeling tired are not suitable reasons for staying home. Please make sure
your child attends every day unless sick.

COVID UPDATE!

With COVID-19 and the flu circulating in the community, we will continue to implement
COVID smart measures for Term 3 to prioritise student and staff wellbeing. This will
include:

e Strongly advising mask wearing
e Rapid antigen testing

¢ Maximising ventilation

¢ Increased cleaning and hygiene

Masks are recommended for three days after isolation for students and staff who have
recovered from COVID-19 and no longer show symptoms. Rapid antigen tests will
remain available for students and staff to take home. Please ensure that you notify the
school if your child tests positive to covid. Close contacts are allowed to attend school
unless they are in the Mulitcat or Early Intervention class. These students will be
supported to learn from home.

EDUCATION WEEK

Education Week will be held from 1-5 August 2022 celebrating

the theme: Creating futures-education changes lives. Mount

Druitt Public School will celebrate Education Day on Thursday

2022 August 4th, 2022. We will be having open classrooms, where
d parents are invited to visit their child’'s/children’s classroom/s,

wQek from 9.30am to 10.30am. Parents will have the opportunity to
15 August. Creating futures observe their child/children participating in lessons based
around this year's theme, ‘Creating futures'. As part of the




celebration, students may come to school dressed up as what they aspire to be when
they grow up.

Parents are invited to join us in the library, from 10:30am to 11:30am, following open
classrooms for a morning tea.

We look forward to your attendance on Education Day.

STAFFING CHANGES

Sadly we say goodbye to Miss Evans who is going overseas to live in the UK. We will all
miss her very much. A big welcome to Mrs Thornton who is replacing Mrs McDonald
for term 3. During week 2 | will be on extended leave. Mrs Devile will be relieving while |
am away.

PARENTS SPEAKING TO STUDENTS

| would like to remind parents and carers not to approach other children to talk about
arguments or disagreements that have occurred between students. It can be very
confronting and upsetting for children who are approached by a parent who isangry or
upset and without having all the facts. Please notify your child’'s teacher if there is an
incident so that they can follow up.

Kind Regards
Dianne Uthmeyer
Principal




CALENDAR DATES

WHAT’S ON

Please note: event dates may
change

AUGUST

Week 3
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1
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2 Week 5
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3
15
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FROM THE FRONT OFFICE

Medication

Please be advised if you require office staff to give your child prescribed medication for a
short-term period we will need the following:

v’ Asigned and written letter from the parent.
v' The letter must clearly state the amount of medication eg: 5 ml of liquid or 1 tablet.
v' The letter must also state the required time the child is to take the medication.

If your child needs on going medication then we will need a healthcare plan from your
GP. Please see office staff if you require more information.

Enroll Now

for Term 3
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P & C NEWS

On Tuesday 28th June MDPS held a celebration for NAIDOC Week to acknowledge the
history and culture of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. During the celebration our
Parents & Community Committee helped by holding a FREE BBQ for everyone to enjoy for

lunch. Thank you to the amazing staff & committee for your help and contribution on the

MDPS P&C will be holding a BBQ fundraiser on Thursday 4th August for you to enjoy while
visiting your child'’s classroom during Education Week. Notes will be sent home with your
child this week for pre-ordering which needs to be returned back to the school by Monday
1st August. If you would like to be involved and help the P&C out on the day, reach out to
one of our committee members.

WEER

PSC BB
FUNDRAISER

THURSDAY 4TH
AUGUST

02

We would love to invite all the MDPS parents to
come along to our next P&C meeting on
Wednesday 3rd August at 3:40pm in the library. If
you would like to be a member of the P&C there is
a small $2 joining fee. It's a friendly relaxing
environment to meet members of the
community




TERM 3
WEEK 1 & 2

° ° RESPONSIBLE DECISION-MAKING:

ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITY
. It is your responsibility to make good

choices and control your behaviour.
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ng‘“ STUDENT VOICE - HERE'S WHAT STUDENTS ARE SAYING:

HOW DO YOU THINK WE CAN
LOOK AFTER OUR SCHOOL
BETTER?

DO YOU THINK STUDENTS
LOOK AFTER OUR SCHOOL?

« Pick up any rubbish you see
and put it in the bin.

- Don'tlitter.

- We need more bins.

. Don't playin the toilets.

. Take care of the school and
don't break school property.

. Treat everything nicely.




TERM OVERVIEW - MULTICAT

ENGLISH Writing Persuasive Texts- We will be learning to put forward a point of view
and persuade the reader. Students will learn how to find arguments to support
their opinions and will learn the importance of modality words which add
emotion into our writing to make the reader believe our arguments. Students
will also learn that we can have different opinions to others and to respect that.

MATHEMATICS We will be learning about the following strands this term for mathematics:
Whole numbers, Addition and Subtraction, Patterns and Algebra, Data, Time,
Length, Volume and capacity and 3D space.

Students will participate in rich tasks that encourage their inquiry skills and
problem solving skills.

SCIENCE & Students are also using iPads regularly during Literacy and Numeracy rotations
DIGITAL to consolidate their digital technology skills. We will also be visiting the
TECHNOLOGIES computer room each week to become familiar with using a computer. This term
in the computer room we will also be starting to learn how to use PowerPoint.

CREATIVE ARTS Visual Arts-

This term students will explore visual arts through the Integrated unit -
‘Australia’. Students will experiment with a variety of mediums and techniques
including paint, newspaper, oil pastels and water colour that reflect creating art
for different purposes and using a variety of materials to create an artwork.

PDH- Child Protection- The unit will focus on students being able to identify
their unique qualities and strengths. Students will learn safe and unsafe
situations and how to ask for help for themselves and others. Students will
develop an understanding of their bodies and their right to be safe and how to
respond to various situations.

PE- There is no ‘I' in TEAM- This term students will develop their movement
skills and performance by participating in different games. Students will learn to
work within a team and learn that it is okay to win and lose at games. Students
will be provided with opportunities to develop personal, self management and
interpersonal skills through movement settings.

Any extra information

e Libraryison every Tuesday, don't forget to bring in your library bag each week
to borrow

e Sportison Fridays

¢ Homework and home readers are to be returned every Friday

¢ We will be visiting the computer room every Friday morning

e Research Project- Historical places in Australia is due on 2" September (Friday
Week 7)
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TERM OVERVIEW - EARLY STAGE 1

Reading: Each week the class teacher will be reading with your child on 4-5 separate
occasions. Students will be put into groups to read with the teacher based upon their
ability. We encourage children to read at home and parents/carers to read to children
on a regular basis. Our focus will be on teaching students how to use decoding skills
when reading and developing their comprehension skills. Students will be engaged
with and responding to quality texts while developing their comprehension skills.

Writing: Students will be responding to and creating informative and imaginative
texts. Teachers will be focusing on building the students’ ability to write down their
ideas in sentences. A focus will be on rereading written work to ensure student’s
writing makes sense. Students will be provided opportunities to expand their
vocabulary through word of the day and sentence of the day programs.

Students will be developing their mathematical thinking and skills in a range of
areas:

Whole number: Count, order, read and represent numbers to 30.

Addition: Adding two amounts together and counting a total.

Subtraction: Use concrete materials or fingers to solve subtraction problems.
Multiplication + Division: Form groups and share collections equally into groups
Fractions and Decimals: Describe and identify two equal parts

Patterns and Algebra: Recognise, describe, and repeat a pattern.

Volume and Capacity: Compares capacity and volume of a range of objects

3D Shape: Sorts and recognises 3D shapes in everyday life

Time: Tell time (o'clock) using digital and analog clocks

Data: Represent and interpret data.

Area: Describes and compares areas using everyday language

Length: Describes and compares lengths and distances using everyday language

Students will be learning to describe different materials found in their world. They
will make observations about the properties of materials and how they affect their
use. Students will explore the properties of materials and sort them according to
their use. Students have opportunities to interact with technology and will be
learning how to follow steps to navigate computers.

In History this term, students will be introduced to the concepts ‘past’, ‘present’ and
‘future’. They will start think about their personal history and the different stages of life.
Students will explore their family history and consider who the people in their family
are, where they were born and raised and how they are related to each other.
Throughout the term, students will learn about how the stories of the past can be
communicated including through photographs, artefacts, books, oral histories, digital
media and museums.

This term, students will be learning to use their body movements, facial expressions
and voice to create dramatic performances. They will be participating in a range of
activities to develop their ability to improvise, take on a character (role),
communicate with an audience, and participate in a scripted Readers Theatre.
Throughout the term, students are encouraged to reflect on their own performances
and appreciate the work of others.

Students will develop their knowledge on the importance of building positive and
respectful relationships, enhancing personal strengths and exploring personal
identity to promote the health, safety and wellbeing of themselves and others.
Students will also explore the concept of conflict resolution. Students will build upon
their fundamental movement skills and explore possible solutions to movement
challenges through participation in a range of activities. Students are also learning
how to play as part of a team.

Home Reading: Students are encouraged to borrow books from our home reading room located in the HUB. Home
reading is open every day 8.30am to 8.50am. Parents/carers are encouraged to read with their child daily.

Sight Word Rings: All Kindergarten students received a word ring in Semester 1, please continue to bring your word
ring to school every week to receive their new words to practise at home.

If you have any concerns, please make an appointment to see your child's classroom teacher or Miss O'Kelly
(Kindergarten Assistant Principal).




TERM OVERVIEW - STAGE 1

Year 1 are part of the Accelerator Adopter Schools Program and will be teaching Writing and Mathematics units
provided by the Department of Education. Year 1 teachers are implementing the new syllabus, teaching provided
units and giving regular feedback.
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DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGIES

HISTORY

CREATIVE ARTS

Persuasive Writing
Students will be explicitly taught the purpose and structure of a persuasive text. They will
build their vocabulary as well as language features used to compose an interesting text.

Sentence a Day
We will be focusing on:

e Noun-pronoun agreement
e Runonsentences

e Compound sentences
Commas

Nouns vs proper nouns
Noun groups

Adverbs and adjectives

Phonics and Spelling
Students will be engaging in rich activities focusing on a specific phoneme of the week.

e Representing Whole Numbers

e Combining and Separating Quantities
e Forming Groups

Data

Position

Length

3D Objects

e Volume

Material World

Students will investigate the flexibility of different material, what happens when materials
are combined, heated, or cooled. Students will explore natural materials, including those
that Aboriginal people used for shelter. Students will then design, make, and evaluate a
product made of natural materials.

Students will be developing their typing skills in the computer room.

Students will investigate the differences in family structures and roles today and how
these have changed or remained the same over time. Students will have the opportunity
to pose questions, analyse sources and communicate their thoughts and findings. They
will investigate changes and continuities in family life and identify similarities and
differences between their family and others.

Students will engage in a range of drama activities that involve making, performing, and
appreciating. They will be engaging in role, dramatic contexts, elements and form.
Students will explore dramatic tension, contrast, symbol, time, space, focus and mood
while they take on different drama forms such as improvisation, movement, mime,
storytelling, and puppetry. There will be opportunities for students to build their
confidence when taking on roles and improving their voice and movement. They will
also reflect on their own roles as well as others to appreciate drama.

Students will focus on the difference between health and physical activity concepts.
Students develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to empower them to make
healthy and safe choices and take action to promote the health and wellbeing of their
communities. Students engage with a range of health issues and identify strategies to
keep them healthy, safe and active.

Students will participate safely and fairly through different games. They will develop
awareness of why rules are needed. Students will also learn about and participate in
culturally diverse physical activities including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
games.
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TERM OVERVIEW - STAGE 2

This term, Stage 2 are studying the unit ‘Influence and Protection’. This unit will
be integrated with Geography and PDHPE throughout the term.

Stage 2 are developing their writing skills as they learn to compose informative
texts, including procedures, reports, explanations and news articles.

Students will be continuing to learn the Seven Steps of Writing techniques to
improve their writing. Each week students will participate in guided reading
with a focus on comprehension.

All students are encouraged to borrow from home reading and the school
library. Students are also encouraged to utilise our school subscriptions to
Reading Eggs and Essential Assessment.

This term Stage 2 will be developing and refining their mathematical thinking
and understanding. Students will be learning about the following topics
throughout the term:

- Patterns and Algebra

- Addition and Subtraction

- Multiplication and Division

- Fractions and Decimals

- 2D Space

- Angles

- Area

- Position

- Chance

In Stage 2 this term we will be learning about the Living World. Students will
learn about the classification, life cycles and survival of living things. This unit of
work focuses on grouping and sorting living things according to their external
features and distinguish them from non-living things. Students will explore the
similarities and differences between the life cycles of living things and how
living things depend on each other and the environment to survive.

In term three, Stage 2 students will be examining natural and human features
of Australia and the characteristics of Australia's neighbouring countries by
exploring the different climates, settlement patterns and the demographic
characteristics of places to imagine how it would be like to live in different
places. They will also learn about how people's perceptions influence their
actions in protecting places and environments.

This term for our Creative and Performing Arts unit, students take on and
sustain roles in a variety of drama forms to express meaning in a wide range of
imagined situations. Students will use movement and voice to build the action
and roles of a drama using puppets and mime. They will devise and sequence
drama to create meaning and will be able to experience and interpret a range
different forms and elements by making, performing and appreciating drama.

In PDH during term three, Stage 2 will investigate safe and unsafe features of
specific environments and explore actions to enhance their own and others’
safety and wellbeing. Through practical application students develop help-
seeking skills and adopt strategies to help keep themselves and others safe.
Students develop their ability to analyse and gather information to make
informed decisions, assess risk and find solutions to promote their own and
others' health, safety and wellbeing.

In PE, Stage 2 will be developing skills in a range of sports and games in our
‘Why are Communication and Feedback Important?’ program. Lessons aim to
engage students in minor and modified game strategies where there are
opportunities to develop both skills and an understanding of the need to work
collaboratively with team members using communication skills to solve
movement challenges.
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TERM OVERVIEW - STAGE 3

This term, stage 3 students will investigate and explore various types of
informative texts across a range of media. Students will develop their
understanding of the language and grammar features of informative texts and
apply their knowledge of Seven Steps Writing throughout the writing process.

Lesson content will touch on other subject areas such as Australian Colonies in
History, Material World in Science and transition and change in PDHPE while still
remaining focused on the skills and processes of informative texts and writing.

This term in Mathematics, stage 3 students will focus heavily on concepts of
multiplication and division. Specifically, students will investigate links between
multiplication and division, and fractions and decimals.

The language of mathematics relating to these topics will be a focus to help
students find connections between different areas of Mathematics and the real
world.

Stage 3 will also consolidate their knowledge and understanding of whole
number, addition and subtraction, alongside
the math strands of Chance, Area, 2D space, Position and Length.

This term, stage 3 will be learning Material World which will focus on the
properties of a range of materials and how they are combined, determine their
use and inform design solutions. Students will investigate the different properties
of solids, liquids, and gases; and consider combining and separating mixtures.
This strand will introduce students to fundamental concepts of chemistry and is
an introduction to materials technologies. In digital technology, students will
learn how digital systems' components connect to form networks, including how
components of digital systems interact with each other to transmit data.

This term students will continue to explore development of Australian

colonies. They will research and learn about the lifestyle of different groups in the
colonial period. Students will examine significant events that shaped Australia,
and will extend their understanding of people, political and economic
developments, social structures and settlement patterns.

In drama this term, stage 3 will interpret and convey dramatic meaning by using
the elements of drama and a range of movement and voice skills. Students will
devise, act, and rehearse a drama performance to an audience. Stage 3 will also
respond critically to a range of drama works and performance styles.

This term's PDH unit is focused on understanding the transitions and changes
that the human body experiences. Students will explore how transitions and
changes can impact us physically, socially and emotionally. This will be
conducted through rich discussions, separate lessons with girls and boys and
time for reflection or to ask questions. The focus and success criteria of this unit is
for students to develop a deeper understanding of the experiences and
challenges that come with transitioning, changing and growing up. Individual
reflection activities will occur at the end of each lesson.

In PE, students will focus on applying a range of movements in different
scenarios to problem solve towards an end goal. They will explore movement
concepts, both individually and in teams, in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
Stage 3 students will investigate various movement concepts in different sports
through modified games.




Dear parents, guardians and carers
Re: Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD)

Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School
Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify information already
available in the school about supports provided to students with disability. These relate to legislative
requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education
2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019).

Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes:

e year of schooling

e category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional

e |evel of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice,
supplementary, substantial or extensive.

This information assists schools to:

e formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools

e consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools

e develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve
educational outcomes for students with disability.

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan
more broadly for the support of students with disability.

The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any
testing process. The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no
individual student will be able to be identified — the privacy and confidentiality of all students is
ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and
disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these matters, please refer to the
Australian Government's Privacy Policy (https//www.dese.gov.au/about-
us/resources/department-education-skills-and-employment-complete-privacy-policy-0).

Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal
(https//www.nccd.edu.au).

If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school.

Kind regards

Principal

Dianne Uthmeyer



https://www.dese.gov.au/about-us/resources/department-education-skills-and-employment-complete-privacy-policy-0
https://www.dese.gov.au/about-us/resources/department-education-skills-and-employment-complete-privacy-policy-0
https://www.dese.gov.au/about-us/resources/department-education-skills-and-employment-complete-privacy-policy-0
https://www.nccd.edu.au/
https://www.nccd.edu.au/
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