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    Mount Druitt Public School
            Belmore   Avenue,    Mt.  Druitt,   N.S.W.
                                Telephone: 9625 9036    Facsimile:  9832 2453
                                     EMAIL: mtdruitt-p.admin@det.nsw.edu.au
 

Dear Parents/Caregivers,
Welcome to the new school year. This year the stage one teachers are:
· Miss Harsh- (Stage Supervisor)
· Mrs Smith- 1/2L (Stage Supervisor)
· Ms Caves- 1/2C
· Mr Foxwell- 1/2F
· Mrs Sohal- 1/2S 
· Mrs Toomey- 1/2T
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Miss Vikash- 1/2V
· Mrs Ali- 1/2A
· Miss Shalala- Junior MAC

If you haven’t already met your child’s class teacher, please introduce yourself and say hello. We are looking forward to being a part of your child’s education this year and welcome the opportunity to work in partnership with you to provide a solid and stimulating educational program for your child. 

Supplies
[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRUn5HuwBJPmgyv32AiwFmtKdSJHUrW7b91LO7YO_KOsUohKdbsVQ]The following is a list of supplies that we kindly request for you to send to school with your child. Your child will give the supplies to the class teacher who will distribute for whole class use.
· [image: ]2 HB lead pencils
· 2 erasers 
· 2 sharpeners
· [image: http://www.jerrysartarama.com/images/products/pencils_sharpener/kum/0v10379000000-st-01-kum-2-hole-magnesium-pencil-sharpener.jpg][image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT6WU-L4NXhVyc8rgTk3rsWQXs8XPFhvAwX9GykyrAq_RAI7gbh]2 large glue sticks 
· 2 boxes of tissues
· Container of Baby Wipes
· 2 Hand washes
· [image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSb63Vi-gfAE76GiKR-R54KWU7NdzjzevMk93Tue5LIvcNBknBs]2 rolls of paper towel
[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTwGvIWzNXNvZT_VKtiktWydoM-XWlFg9HwJDf7uKYeKmLMEwyB][image: http://d1pxffhcwa1qe0.cloudfront.net/resources/product/product_9213/generic-C4B878142388/generated/healthy-touch-hand-wash---moisture-250ml-expanded.jpg][image: http://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/wc-prod-pim/JPEG_300x300/SC57607KT_tork_tork_premium_facial_tissues_224_sheets_24_boxes_white.jpg]





Open Door Policy & Parent Helpers
At Mount Druitt P.S. we have an open door policy and promote free communication. Parents and carers are always encouraged to communicate with class teachers and members of the school executive team and the principal. Helping out at school is a great way to get involved in your child's education and to get to know the school staff and other parents. Research shows that children benefit when their parents are actively involved in their education and school life.

[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRiYa-rHrLxTkfKQYlPs9g2t3gO-FpMjb_6axcarLOb1T_hfCtp]Keep an eye on the school newsletter for opportunities to help out at school and ask your child's teacher if you are interested in helping in the classroom. 

Here are some ways you can help:
· listen to children read in the classroom
· volunteer on sports days
· help to supervise excursions
· get involved in fundraising activities join a school committee.

Teacher’s Professional Learning
MDPS staff are committed to professional Learning. As teachers, we are required to attend Professional Learning to ensure we are meeting the learning needs of our students. While we try to ensure our professional Learning takes place out of school hours, we sometimes need to attend during school hours. 

Please be assured that when the teacher is off class, that they have prepared lessons for the relieving teacher to complete. This ensures that the teaching program is uninterrupted. Should you have any further question regarding professional learning, lease see your class teacher.
[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQC8uWZcxIX5AogtVzetzdMdV9LrV6Z42GEICuv-btwYa9SlJeq0Q]
Attendance
[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQxQ7W5G2qoctRnELcVQuGKaLQZ0p9_oMop4c0hzLGmJj5QbyC4]Your child’s attendance and punctuality to school is very important. Being on time to school and having high attendance not only ensures the student benefits from instruction but will also set patterns for their lives as adults in the workforce. If your child is away from school for any reason, the parent/caregiver needs to write an explanation for the absence the day of return to school. Please note that an acceptable absence should be due only to sickness or leave. 




Healthy lunch box ideas
Eating healthy food helps children concentrate and learn. Therefore it is very important to pack a balanced lunch to ensure they’re getting the nutrients they need. 
An easy way to ensure that your child is getting the nutrients they need follow the “fill it with 5” guide:
1. Fresh fruit
2. Crunchy vegetables
3. A meat or protein food such as slices of lean meat, hardboiled egg, peanut butter or nut paste*
4. Dairy food such as a cheese stick or slice, grated cheese, milk or yoghurt
5. [image: ]Starchy food such as bread, a roll, pita or flat bread, fruit bread or crackers
6. Water. 









www.eatforhealth.gov.au

[image: Description: BANNER]
Crunch&Sip®
Our school is committed to improving children’s health through education and by supporting the Australian Government’s Crunch&Sip® initiative. 

Crunch&Sip® is a set break for students to eat fruit or salad vegetables and drink water in the classroom.

We encourage you to support your child to participate in Crunch&Sip® by providing a clean water bottle and a piece of fruit or vegetable each day. 
[image: http://images.moneymanager.com.au/2013/05/13/4269792/art-353-bottle-300x0.jpg][image: http://web.stemiliescps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/lunch-box-sip-crunch-web-440x248.jpg]Research has shown that drinking water and eating fruit and vegetables is essential for good health and can help concentration throughout the day.

http://www.crunchandsip.com.au/
PBL
[image: C:\Users\Kaylene\Desktop\RRL.jpg]At MDPS we are responsible respectful l earners (RRL). These guidelines are reinforced daily in classrooms and on the playground.  Students will be rewarded for displaying these behaviours in the classroom through receiving their RRL wristbands. You can help your child be a responsible respectful learner by having them at school at 9am and in full school uniform. 


Library Times
Each class will attend a weekly library session as part of their learning program. Please note the day and time that your child’s class will attend library each week.
	Class
	Teacher
	Day
	Time

	1/2F
	Mr Foxwell
	Monday
	11:45am – 12:15pm

	1/2L 
	Mrs Smith
	Monday
	2:00 – 3:00pm

	1/2S
	Mrs Sohal
	Tuesday
	12:45 – 1:30pm

	1/2V
	Miss Vikash
	Wednesday
	11:45 – 12:15pm

	1/2T
	Mrs Toomey
	Tuesday
	2:00 – 3:00pm

	Junior MAC
	Miss Shalala
	Thursday
	9:00 – 11:00am

	1/2C
	Ms Caves
	Thursday
	11:45 – 12:15pm

	1/2A
	Mrs Ali
	Thursday 
	2:00 – 2:30pm



[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTOWzsA43J4DMW-a6_lFGb_8kV0b0sVNXVFUkOnx58yVwWShG4C]1/2L and 1/2T will take their school bags to the library with them, and will leave school from there. Please meet your child at the library after their library session on their days. Junior MAC will go straight to the library on Thursday mornings, with their school bags.




Homework
Homework at MDPS has changed over the past few years. Formal homework will not be given to students. Instead we encourage parents and students to work together at home doing a variety of household chores and tasks such as shopping and cooking. 

We also encourage students to visit the home reading room daily (8.30-8.55am) and spend time reading each night. For writing, having your child write about their school day in a notebook would be an excellent way to practise skills taught in class. 
[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSnJMdS-8qL8TVT0NOXsnaFLeamZeTcPSNsyBnS0FnJuAGqpmr-]




[image: ]Steps to success with home reading      
1. Choose the right environment
2. Make sure the child is ready to read (not tired)
3. Set the scene – Discuss title, cover, pictures and predict what the story may be about
4. During reading – talk about the story so far and try to predict what will happen next
	On finding an unknown word:
· Pause          -to give child time to work out word
· Prompt       -to go back to the beginning of the sentence    
                                -read past the unknown word
                                -look for a clue in the picture
                                -look at the first letter & think about what it could be
                                -ask “Does this make sense?”
                                -try to sound out the word
                                -tell the child the word
· Praise          -your child even if mistakes were made
                        


5. Conclusion of reading
· Make positive comment about how well the child read
· [image: http://1.s3.envato.com/files/82864081/MC23.jpg]Question student about storyline
· Discuss moral of the story
· Revisit the child’s favourite page

Points to Consider
· [image: http://previews.123rf.com/images/tigatelu/tigatelu1403/tigatelu140300092/27166458-happy-family-cartoon-reading-book-living.jpg]We want children to read for pleasure – don’t let them think it’s a chore!
· Comprehension of the storyline is more important than decoding!
· Be generous with praise
· Don’t force child to decode every unknown word, sometimes just tell them the word to keep the flow going
· Share the reading(1 page each) if child is becoming frustrated or tired
· Re-read the same up to 4 times so children experience success
· Make reading a very important part of your child’s day




Other ways you can help improve your child’s reading
Value reading in the home
· Always focus on comprehension.
· Have children see you read – novels, newspaper, recipes, lists, etc.
· Have a selection of quality texts, both fiction and non – fiction in your house.
· [image: ]Visit your local library and borrow factual and fiction books.
· Give books as a special present.
· Label photographs with a sentence that the child supplies. Have these sentences on the fridge or wall for the child to read whenever they want.
· Write down words you know your child repeatedly makes error with and expose your child to them regularly.
· Increase your child’s vocabulary by using a wide range of words and explaining what difficult words mean.

[image: http://thumbs.gograph.com/gg61616530.jpg]What to read?
· Books from the school library
· Books from your local library
· Favourite stories over and over again
· Play “I spy....”
· Read the TV guide together
· Letterbox junk mail
· Write letters to Grandparents and cousins(hopefully they will reply)
            
Uniforms
At M.D.P.S we have a school uniform that we wear with pride. You can purchase uniforms and hats from our P&C uniform shop.  Please make sure to send your child in full school uniform every day.  
[image: http://www.mtdruitt-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/cmsresources/mount-druitt-public-school/album_images/2014/2/070220143488_1392113921250_l.jpg][image: Image][image: http://www.ausfind.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/School-Hat-Royal-Blue-AH708-D-405x405.jpg]






Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this Newsletter, please see your class teacher.

We look forward to an exciting year with you and your child/children.

Regards
Stage One Team
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