
 

 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Naplan Results 

NAPLAN results have gone home for parents and students. Please remember that this is 
not a comprehensive test. Other factors can influence a child’s performance such as 
anxiety, how much sleep they have had or whether or not they have had breakfast. If you 
have any concerns or questions about your child’s results then please call the school and 
ask for an appointment to speak to your child’s teacher.  

Breakfast Club  

Research indicates that children are more able to learn and concentrate when they have 
had breakfast. For this reason the school has breakfast club. There are many reasons why 
children come to school without breakfast. Sometimes they are in a rush and forget. 
Sometimes they don’t feel hungry until they get to school and in other circumstances 
families can run out of food and money for the week and need a helping hand. So 
whatever the reason, we encourage children to grab breakfast from the hub in the 
morning.  

Anyone wishing to make donations of cereal, milk, spoons, plastic cups and bread can 
bring them to the office or the hub in the morning. All donations are greatly appreciated. 
We currently fund the program through school resources and donations. 

Social Media 

Children under the age of 13 should not have access to social networking sites such as 
Facebook, Snapchat and Instagram. The school has experienced a number of issues 
recently and we would  
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CALENDAR DATES 

WHAT’S ON 
Please note: event dates may 

change 
SEPTEMBER 

Week 9 
Monday  

16 
•  

Tuesday  
17 

• Stage 1 ACT for Kids 
• ICAS English 

Wednesday  
18 

• Stage 3 AFL 

Thursday  
19 

• Early Stage 1 AFL 
• AFL training 
• ICAS mathematics 
• Scripture 
• Halinda Leadership Program 
• Learning Centre 

Friday 
20 

• Assembly Item 3/4H 

SEPTEMBER 
Week 10 

Monday  
23 

•  

Tuesday  
24 

• Stage 1 ACT for Kids 

Wednesday  
25 

•  

Thursday  
26 

• AFL training 
• Halinda Leadership Program 
• Learning Centre 

Friday 
27 

• International Day 
• Last Day of Term 

 

FROM THE FRONT OFFICE 

 

Medication 

Please be advised if you require office 
staff to give your child prescribed 
medication for a short term period we will 
need the following: 

 A signed and written letter from the 
parent. 

 The letter must clearly state the 
amount of medication eg: 5 ml of 
liquid or 1 tablet. 

 The letter must also state the required 
time the child is to take the 
medication.  

If your child needs on going medication 
then we will need a healthcare plan from 
your GP. Please see office staff if you 
require more information.  

  



 

WHATS HAPPENING IN CLASS 1/2S 

 

Yummy Fractions! - 1/2S using real life examples to learn fractions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Amazing facts about twelve!  

 

  It can be arranged as: 

  

  1 row of 12  

   2 rows of 6 

    3 rows of 4 

     4 rows of 3 

  

  



 

WHATS HAPPENING IN CLASS 1/2R 

Moon Art! 

This term in science students 
explored information about 
Earth and Space. We learnt 
about the changes in the sky 
and on land. 1/2R studied the 
phases of the moon and 
created textured artworks 
using different techniques! 

 

 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 

Students in 1/2R designed and created different mazes and obstacle courses 
for our class robot ‘Ollie’ to complete. In groups they were able to move the 
robot through the obstacle courses!   



 

ZONE ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

On Monday 2nd September, we had over 40 students attend the Mount Druitt Zone 
Athletics Carnival at Blacktown Sports Park. Students competed in track events including 
800m, 200m and 100m and field events; high jump, long jump and shot put. All students 
gave their best efforts and displayed outstanding behaviour during the whole day event. 
Well done on making it through to represent our school at the zone carnival. 

A quote from Miss Fenech on the day -“What an amazing effort by all our students at 
Zone today! They should all be extremely proud of themselves today. They all pushed 
their bodies to the limit to achieve the best results! Well done everyone!!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Stage 3 students; Sione F, Shay B and Filipo S have been successful in making the 
next level of competition, they will be representing Mt Druitt District at the Sydney West 
Athletics Carnival on the 17th October. On behalf of all at MDPS, we wish those students 
the best of luck.  



 

BOOK WEEK 

Every year during August, we celebrate ‘Book Week’. This 
year the theme was ‘Reading is My Secret Power’. It was 
great to see so many students and teachers dress up  for 
the ‘Book Picnic’. The senior students were wonderful with 
our Kindy kids and showed patience and kindness as they 
read to them outside under the trees. It was also fantastic 
to see lots of parents come along this year and join us. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also had the ‘Scholastic Book Fair’ in the Library. Thank you to all the students and 
teachers who purchased a book and contributed to our school Library with new books. 
The ‘Very Cranky Bear’ also came to visit! It was lots of fun and he got lots of hugs… so 
maybe he’s not so cranky anymore!  

Mrs Cooper 

Teacher Librarian 

  



 

STAGE 2 GEOGRAPHY EXCURSION 

On Wednesday 4th September, Stage 2 travelled to the Blue Mountains and explored the 
unique environment at Scenic World. Stage 2 are learning about the natural 
environment, sustainability and Dreamtime stories for Geography in Term 3. While at the 
excursion they learnt about sustainability and how different people, groups and 
communities sustain and protect their environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students had an exciting time while participating in rides including the steepest railway 
in the world, scenic cableway and glass floor skyway. Stage 2 displayed excellent behavior 
and were engaged during the rainforest walk asking questions to tour guides. Well done 
Stage 2- fantastic day for all!  

 

  



 

MATHS COMMITTEE 

Currently MDPS is trialling an exciting new Maths website called Mangahigh. It has been 
created by the creators of the Candy Crush app which means that students can learn 
while having fun. The quiz activities and the games are all curriculum based and adapt 
to students learning and learning gaps. 

By now all students have been given login details and can access the website via 
http://www.mangahigh.com. Students are encouraged to login and complete the 
assigned activities their teachers have set.  

Well done to this week’s Top 10 students: 

1ST Alamdar M – 5/6 D 6th Yusria S – 3/4 F 
2nd Awais M – 5/6 F 7th Muhammad B – 5/6 G 
3rd Sam Z – 3/4 J 8th Sneha C – K B 
4th Manav M – 5/6 F 9th Munassah A – 5/6 D 
5th Yalina S – 1/2 H 10th Natasha A – 3/4 O 

 

NUMBER TALK 

Number Talk is an important strategy in Mathematics which allows students to make up 
or show numbers in different ways. This strategy encourages students to use their skills 
in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division to make up numbers. 

Students can work individually or in groups and share their findings with the rest of the 
class. They benefit a lot when this activity is taken frequently as it enhances their 
perception of various numbers, allowing them to visualize the value of a particular 
number. 

Last week during Number Talk activity students in 1/2B were looking at different ways to 
make up the number 20. They used various resources in the classroom and shared with 
the whole class, recording the strategies on a poster. All students participated well 
throughout and showed confidence in sharing their findings.  

Prema Kumar (LAST)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.mangahigh.com/


 

SASS APPRECIATION WEEK 

School Administrative and Support Staff (SASS) Recognition Week is a time to acknowledge and 
thank the often unsung heroes in our school. Our SASS staff play an important role in the school 
community. They are often the first people you see when you enter a school and are essential to 
maintaining positive relationships with students, parents and the community. 

SAS staff work in school offices, in classrooms and libraries and maintaining and caring for school 
grounds and buildings. They are often the ones to tend to students when they unwell and they 
ensure the efficient management of school financial and administration functions. This week, 
Mount Druitt Public School is delighted to recognise all the efforts of our SAS staff by repaying 
them with a small gift.  

From all the staff and community here at Mount Druitt Public School, we would like to 
acknowledge and thank you for the valuable work you do and for all your contributions in 
supporting great teaching and learning outcomes in our school. A special mention must go to 
the teachers who took the time to put these small gifts together and to the SRC students who 
distributed them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12S thanking Ms Goddard and Ms Beth for their hard work and 
dedication in empowering the students through the art of teaching 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 



  



  



  



 

MATHS PROBLEM OF THE FORTNIGHT 

 

Every fortnight, there will be a maths problem for the students to solve. There is a box in 

the front office for students to submit their responses. Encouragement awards will be 

handed out to two students from each stage during the school assembly. 

 

 

 

Kindergarten (Early Stage 1): 

Show halves of various objects. 

Year 1 and 2 (Stage 1): 

Design a healthy canteen menu. Use that information to create and solve some word 

problems.  

Year 3 and 4 (Stage 2):  

Draw different rectangles that have an area of 24 cm2
. 

Year 5 and 6 (Stage 3): 

Draw a rectangle that has 10 or more triangles using just 3 straight lines inside the 

rectangle. How many triangles can you get? List them. 

NOTE: Please remember to write your name and class on your work. The entries should 

be in the office by Wednesday Week 9 (18th September) 

 

Maninder Kaur 

Instructional Leader   

(On behalf of the Maths Committee) 
  

 



 

KM STUDENT & TEACHER SHOUT OUT 
o What is your name?  

Khadija E 

o What is your ethnicity? (country your family is 
from) 

Afghanistan 

o What is your favourite subject at school? 

Reading 

o What was your favourite memory at school? 

Doing cutting and crafts 

o What is your favourite sport? 

Gymnastics 

o What is your favourite food? 

Fruit Salad 

o What are your hobbies? 

Playing and catching the sun 

o What is your full name? 

Sue Mcerlane 

o What do you like about M.D.P.S?  

The students and families 

o What is your favourite year/grade to teach?  

Kindergarten 

o How long have you been teaching for?  

28 years 

o What do you like about teaching? 

Connecting with the students 

o What career were you thinking of having when you were a 
kid? 

Police Officer 

o What is your favourite food? 

Pasta 

o What is your favourite animal? 

Turtle 

o What is your hobby? 

Knitting  



 

5/6 F STUDENT & STUDENT TEACHER SHOUT OUT 
o What is your name?  

David K 

o What is your ethnicity? (country your family is 
from) 

African 

o What is your favourite subject at school? 

Science 

o What was your favourite memory at school? 

Making it into Soccer for PSSA 

o What is your favourite sport? 

Soccer 

o What is your favourite food? 

Almost everything 

o What are your hobbies? 

Playing video games 

o What is your full name? 

Samantha Nicol 

o What do you like about M.D.P.S?  

How social and welcoming everyone is 

o What is your favourite year/grade to teach?  

Year 3 

o How long have you been teaching for?  

4th year of studying teaching, currently on prac 

o What do you like about teaching? 

Seeing students grow 

o What career were you thinking of having when you were a kid? 

Midwife 

o What is your favourite food? 

Ice cream 

o What is your favourite animal? 

Rabbits 

o What is your hobby? 

Making cakes  
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